CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 7 – THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMITMENT IN LIFE

Being a person of commitment is crucial if we are going to succeed in fulfilling God’s best plan and purpose for our life. There are many things in life that can pull us away from God’s best for our life. There are several reasons why we must be committed in our Christian walk. Firstly the bible makes it clear that the enemy is always looking at any opportunity to steal our faith and to destroy our lives. The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) 
Jesus Himself in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower said, “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.” (Luke 8:11-13)
Secondly we live in a world full of temptations and distractions which can so easily cause us to deviate off track and to live a life far beneath the potential that we have as a Born Again Believer. We must remain committed to following God’s plan for our life and to finishing our Christian walk strongly. The Apostle Paul at the end of His life wrote, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
Thirdly, we must always live life with an eternal perspective, redeeming the time and understanding what the will of the Lord is for our life. We have all been given one life in which to get to know Jesus Christ and to store up treasures for eternity. Being committed to seeing life from the eternal perspective will help us to use our time wisely so that our lives bear much fruit. (Ephesians 5:15-17)
Fourthly, if we continue to be faithful in the little things and remain committed to Him, God will entrust to us greater responsibilities in due course. (See Matthew 25:14-30)
Finally, things often are the toughest on the point of a breakthrough in life. All great achievements in life come out of a commitment to succeed and to never give up. Thomas Edison was committed to inventing the light bulb. As Christians if we are committed to fulfilling God’s plan for our life, our lives will bear much fruit for all eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) 
GOD HAS A GREAT PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE BUT COMMITMENT AND FAITH ARE REQUIRED TO SEE IT COME TO PASS. I will now share seven keys to help all believers to remain committed in their Christian walk.
1) HAVING A CLEAR WRITTEN DOWN GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE (We need to keep this vision continually in front of us to help us to stay focused and committed in life) The LORD said to the Prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)   In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
2) WE NEED TO MAKE PLANS TO SEE GOD’S VISION FOR OUR LIFE COME TO PASS
Prayerfully making plans and setting goals, (daily, weekly and monthly) helps to see God’s vision for our life come to pass. In Proverbs we read, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.” (Proverbs 21:5)

3) MAINTAINING A CLOSE AND INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD (A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER AND COMMUNION WITH GOD We must never get too busy in life so that we miss out on our times of fellowship with the Lord. Our strength and ministry flow out of a close and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. We must learn to be still and to be led by the Holy Spirit. As we spend time with the Lord we are strengthened, we receive direction, we grow in boldness and we gain His heart and perspective for our life. In Psalm 37 we read, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:4-5) HAVING INTIMACY WITH THE LORD HELPS US TO STAY FOCUSED AND COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
4) WE MUST CONTINUALLY TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS (TRUST AND OBEDIENCE ARE KEYS TO A LIFE OF BLESSING AND FRUITFULNESS) The Bible makes it clear that His ways are higher than our ways, that He is the God of the impossible and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. The Bible also makes it clear that our labour for the Lord is never in vain and that God honours those who serve Him. BECAUSE WE CAN IMPLICITLY TRUST GOD WE CAN CONFIDENTLY COMMIT TO HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE. In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
5) THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING ONE DAY AT A TIME WITH AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE
 Learning to live one day at a time helps us not to be overwhelmed by tomorrow’s problems. We must not be continually sidetracked by the cares of the world but we must keep our eyes focused on the things of the kingdom, the things that matter for eternity. Keeping our focus on God’s eternal plan for our life, helps us to stay committed and focused even when we experience trials and problems in life. Keeping this focus helps us not to become jaded and discouraged in life.   
Jesus said, “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (Matthew 6:33-34)

6) LIVING A BALANCED LIFE (WE ARE IN A MARATHON). We will only ever rise to our lowest ceiling in life. Our ability to commit to finishing God’s plan for our life depends on us being balanced and strong in all of the following areas of life: PHYSICAL (Diet, Rest, Sleep, Exercise, Health) – EMOTIONAL (Healthy relationships, ability to deal with negative emotions) – MENTAL  (Ability to deal with stress, ability to prioritize things in life) SPIRITUAL – (Prayer life, Faith/Resting in God, Worship Life and Knowledge of the Word) The Apostle John wrote, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.” (3 John 2)
7) THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD When we are committed to being both hearers and doers of the Word we build our lives on a firm foundation. Obedience to the Word of God is a key to being blessed and empowered in life. (See Joshua 1:7-8, Psalm 1) Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. (Romans 10:17) The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) 

